
 

 

 

VELUX FOUNDATION’S HUMANITIES FOCUS  

   

                                                               Core Group Grants 2016 

 

 

Associate professor Anne Mette Hansen et al 

Copenhagen University, Department of Nordic Research 

‘’Script and Text in Time and Space – Digital humanities in practice’’ 

5.882.097 kr.  

The project will shape an entirely new empirical and methodological basis for the study of Danish texts 

from the Middle Ages. Diplomas are public documents from the Middle Ages with judicial contents. They 

have the characteristic of being both self-dated and localized, and survive in their original form, which 

makes them a fixed reference for scribal and text-historical investigation. The project will thus lead to a 

number of insights and discoveries, for example regarding the criteria for dating and localizing medieval 

texts, as well as criteria for identifying scribal hands. The study of the documents’ contents will furthermore 

give unique insight into the conditions of a medieval convent. Last but not least, the investigation of 

historical scripts will provide a much better understanding of the development of writing in Denmark.  

Furthermore, the project will develop an open source system for research, publication, and dissemination 

of handwritten texts in digital and printed format, develop tools for automatic linguistic analysis of texts as 

well as automatic dating, localizing, and identifying scribal schools based on machine-learning techniques. 

 

Lektor Peter Dalsgaard et al.  

Aarhus University, School of Communication and Culture 

’’Digital tools in collaborative creativity.’’ 

5.992.542 kr.  

Digital tools systems play an increasingly central role in human creativity. Yet, we know little about how 

these tools affect the creative process. As a result, many tools are poorly suited to support creative 

practices, especially when it comes to collaboration. For instance, very few digital tools employed in the 

creative industries directly support collaborative creative sessions, and most of the software employed only 



allows one person using one computer to work on a file at a time; sharing it with others implies a string of 

tasks that break the creative flow and impede quality and productivity. “Digital Tools in Collaborative 

Creativity” will tackle this issue head on to develop a better understanding of the role and nature of digital 

tools in collaborative creativity. On the one hand, this will give us a richer understanding of both creativity 

and digital tools; on the other hand, it can help us build better digital tools for supporting creativity in the 

future. In the project, we will therefore both study the benefits and shortcomings of digital tools used in 

creative work today, and combine this knowledge with insights from humanistic IT research to develop and 

deploy prototypes of novel digital tools that present meaningful alternatives to how we can integrate 

digital tools in the creative process. 

 

Professor Mie Femø Nielsen et al.  

Copenhagen University, Department of Nordic Studies and Linguistics 

‘’Video mediated interaction in professional settings.’’ 

5.935.403,00 kr.  

Professional use of video mediated interaction has an unexplored impact on humanity and society, and of 

how the video-mediation of the interactional practices affect the trajectory of the mediated talk itself. We 

will explore these practices in two institutional settings, telemedicine and offshore collaboration where 

video mediation is increasing and where interaction involves professional purposes, practices and routines 

that have been investigated in detail in face-to-face interaction. The aim is to study how participants in 

video-mediated talk accomplish institutional tasks, what challenges they face when doing so, how they 

compensate for the shortcomings of the video mediation, and how they accomplish relating to and trusting 

each other. The project represents multidisciplinary research using method triangulation. Data are video 

recordings of authentic video interaction in professional-professional as well as professional-lay settings. 

 

 

 

Associate professor Sine Nørholm Just et al. 

Copenhagen Business School, Department of Business and Politics. 

‘’AlterEcos: Exploring Alternatives to Currently Dominant Forms of Economic Organizing’’ 

5.888.240,00 kr.  

In the wake of the global financial crisis there was a moment when everyone from media pundits and social 

protesters to political incumbents and financial investors were rallying to an agenda for change, but now it 

seems that financial matters have returned to business as usual. Despite persistent investigations into and 

discussions of the causes and consequences of the crisis, the mode of economic organizing that dominated 

the financial sector pre-crisis has not been overturned. The present project begins from these insights, but 

does not seek to explain past events further. Instead we look to the present in an effort to discover possible 

futures. Beginning from the study of conspicuous regulatory, sectorial, and societal alternatives, we will 

explore prospects for change that already exist within the economic order – not as its radical ‘Other’, but as 



its ‘second selves’, its AlterEcos. We simply ask: How do alternatives to currently dominant forms of 

economic organizing become possible?  

 

Associate professor Mette Mortensen et al.  

Copenhagen University, Department of Media, Cognition and Communication 

’’Images of conflict, conflicting images.’’ 

5.609.578,00 kr.  

This project concerns the ways in which digital communication technologies fundamentally change the 

circulation of images from areas of conflict. While images from conflicts used to be controlled by state and 

military, they are now produced and distributed in abundance by actors involved in the conflicts such as 

citizens, activists, soldiers, insurgents, whistle-blowers etc. across media platforms as well as across 

national boundaries. As a result, the news media no longer enjoy monopoly on visual conflict reporting and 

state/military are no longer able to censor the image flow to the same extent. However, digital media not 

only change public access to images from conflicts. Conflicts themselves change as the more uncontrollable 

image flow contributes to shape, escalate, and de-escalate conflicts – and even to create new conflicts.  

 

 

Associate professor Ildiko Beller-Hann et al. 

Københavns Universitet, Institut for Tværkulturelle og Regionale Studier 

‘’Between homogenization and fragmentation: Textual practices as strategies of integration and identity 

maintenance among the Uyghurs of Xinjiang, China (20th‒21st centuries)’’ 

4.775.283,00 kr. 

Using the concepts of homogenization and fragmentation, this innovative interdisciplinary project explores 

textual strategies employed by the Turkic speaking Muslims, the Uyghur, to sustain their ethno-religious 

group identity within the Chinese polity in the 20th and 21st centuries, emphasizing indigenous subjectivity, 

local practice and agency. By contributing to existing knowledge of Uyghurs’ self-positioning as a minority 

in the Chinese state over the longue durée, this project will provide the deeper socio-cultural 

understanding that is indispensable for policy analysis. Besides, a deeper understanding of the study of 

Muslim minorities in non-Muslim societies is relevant beyond the Chinese context (e.g. for the EU). 

 


